
 

Dear Simon 

When Nigel Anker and I met with you on the 3rd of November 2016 to discuss problems the 

FRA were experiencing in dealings, and communications, with the Council, we left with high 

hopes that you had committed yourself to improving matters. 

Since then, despite 4 reminders, and further reassurances from yourself that those nominated 

by you to take actions would be reminded, we have heard nothing. 

Moving onto the specific area of planning, and Regulation 18, we (the FRA) were very 

disturbed not to have consulted as a group. Furthermore, many of us were effectively dis-

enfranchised by a Plan Review Period spanning the Christmas break, when many of our 

residents were away, and/or otherwise committed.  

Until recently, we thought this may be a problem limited to our Association. However, in the 

past 3 weeks, we have been advised that we share our concerns with a very large number of 

Residents Associations, local neighbourhood planning groups, and other statutory consultees. 

It has also become clear that you have been using your powers as leader of the Council in an 

autocratic manner, in respect of the pan, in suppressing dissent by our elected councillor 

body. Your actions have made it impossible for many of our representatives to disagree with 

you, without losing sinecure positions on the Council. Therefore, as a group who 

predominantly support conservative values, but also have strong views about our local area, 

we have decided to take a more forthright and positive stance. 

Should you continue with the pressure being applied to your Conservative team at Monday 

evening's meeting, which results in the current BLP being voted through, my organisation 

(together with many others representing a large proportion of the Conservative-minded 

electorate) will actively work to have all Conservative Councillors voted out in the May 2019 

local elections. This is not because we disagree with them, or the way in which they wish to 

represent the views of their constituents, but because of the way in which their hand is being 

forced over critical decisions 

We have not taken this decision lightly, but given what we see as "unreasonable control" 

being exerted by over representatives chosen for their support of local values, which we hold 

dear ourselves, we appear to have no alternative course of action open to us. 

So, please either withdraw the Plan for further consultation with residents (and Local 

Boroughs who have land capacity to help), or face the possibility of a May 2019 landslide 

vote against the Conservative candidates. We are not going go away – but you may choose to. 

Dr Barrie Mair (on behalf of the Fisheries Residents Association) 

 


