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Re Bell Cornwell paragraph 5.37 - it is not correct to say that the Lodge Farm area no longer 
fulfils the purposes of the Green Belt or that the development area makes little or no 
contribution to the Green Belt.  The site separates Maidenhead from Holyport and is thus a 
settlement gap.  The inspector should dismiss this appeal in the same way as the following 
was dismissed; 
 
Appeal Ref:: APP//JJ0405//WW//116//33147513  
Land west of College Road South, Aston Clinton  
Decision dated 18th April 2017 
 
Key phrases used by the Inspector follow; 
 
"For the reasons that follow the appeal is dismissed. 
 
The Council’s case was promoted on the grounds that the narrow gap within which the 
appeal site lies, between Aston Clinton and Aylesbury, prevents coalescence and is 
important to the setting and identity of the village. 
 
with regard to be had to maintaining the individual identity of villages and avoiding 
extensions to built - up areas that might lead to coalescence between settlements.  
 
whilst noting that the gap is not specifically identified in the current development plan or the 
emerging Local Plan, that does not mean the role it plays in helping prevent coalescence, 
and its contribution to the form and character of this rural settlement, should be underrated. 
 
It is separated from the edge of Aylesbury (as defined here by the bypass and its associated 
bunding and elevated slip road junction) by open fields , including the appeal site. To my 
mind, that ‘gap’ has a very important role in preserving the separate and very different 
function, character and identity of each settlement.  
 
The appeal site lies within what is already the narrowest part of the gap between the 
settlements, making it particularly vulnerable to development. 
 
When heading north along College Road South, the ‘gap’ is clearly perceived. 
 
bringing the importance of the gap as a buffer between the two settlements into sharper 
focus. 
 
if the scheme were to proceed the sense of separation between the two settlements would 
be all but lost, with consequent harm to the form and identity of the village of Aston Clinton. 
 
it would markedly change the character and appearance of the area in shorter distance 
views and would cause substantial harm to the character and appearance of the area, 
including the setting and individual identity of Aston Clinton. 
 
I have found that there would be substantial harm to the character and appearance of the 
area, largely as a consequence of the erosion of the narrow gap that remains as a buffer 
between Aston Clinton and the edge of Aylesbury 
 
There is also harm in terms of highway safety" 
 
The concepts expressed by the phrases above could equally be applied to Lodge Farm. 


