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A PERSONAL  
MESSAGE FROM THE 
CONSERVATIVE GROUP 
LEADER 

CLLR DAVID BURBAGE MBE 
LEADER, ROYAL BOROUGH OF WINDSOR AND MAIDENHEAD 

Dear Resident 

 

Since 2007 we have been serving you, the taxpayers of the Royal Borough of 

Windsor and Maidenhead to the best of our ability. 

 

We have a simple motto, “Putting Residents First”, that has been proudly 

displayed in my office at the Town Hall and is used on many occasions to test 

proposals and opportunities put before us. 

 

Many of the challenges facing local government are complex - and the good 

news is we have a very experienced team. We try to make local people the 

winners from the decisions we take, which can be seen from our six consecutive 

council tax cuts, the opening of two new libraries (and now almost all the 

Borough’s libraries are open on Sundays), the universal service of the weekly 

bin collection and keeping up the expenditure on the roads and pavements 

across our towns and villages. 

 

We know residents will expect high quality of service from their local Council, 

and we are happy to be judged on our overall record. Our latest survey shows 

the Council’s satisfaction ratings are up again, but there is always more to do. 

 

I know my Conservative team for 2015, formed from both sitting councillors 

and new candidates, is the absolute best choice for residents at the election on 

Thursday 7th May 2015.  

 

With your support, we can make the Borough an even better place.  

 

Please do vote for your local Conservative candidates, and ensure a continued 

high standard of government in the Royal Borough. 

 

 

 

Cllr David Burbage MBE 
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DELIVERING OUR 
PLEDGES TO YOU  
LAST TIME WE MADE 104 PLEDGES, & DELIVERED ALL 104. 
 
THIS TIME WE AIM TO REPEAT OUR COMMITMENT TO DO AS WE 
PROMISE, IF ELECTED. 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

Pledged to keep Council Tax at or below 

inflation, but actually we reduced it in absolute 

terms each year 

Our pledge on Council Tax is as before (against 

which we repeatedly over-delivered). Central 

government funding can change, however. 

Pledged to keep the weekly bin collection, and 

we kept the weekly bin collection, that’s the 

recycling, the residual and the food waste all 

done weekly 

Our commitment is the same 

Pledged to spend more money on the roads, 

and did so alongside additional money in 

government grants 

We’re planning to spend more money on roads 

and pavements, inspecting all our roads to see 

where repairs are needed 

We expanded the community wardens team 

from 14 to 18 

We plan to double the number of community 

wardens from 18 to 36, using multi-skilling to 

create a capable and flexible team for 

residents 

Parks were enhanced across the Borough eg 

the Jubilee Fountain, Allen’s Field, Kidwells 

Park, Osgood Park, Grenfell Park and many 

more 

A further commitment to enhance and improve 

our parks, including water features and public 

art 

Invested in expansion of Oldfield School, 

reopened former Winbury school as Braywick 

Court for new school places, and supported 

Holyport College and Forest Bridge school. 

Work continues on school improvement and 

plans to bring in more education opportunities 

for local people  

Fought to save Heatherwood Hospital from 

closure and for services at St Marks Hospital 

including making representations to the 

Secretary of State 

New Trust arrangements and closer working 

with GPs enables the Royal Borough to 

exercise more influence over health 

expenditure 

Recruited volunteers across a number of areas 

to support communities through Adopt A 

Street, work experience and Care Bank 

Using our experience, extend volunteering 

opportunities and encourage more corporate 

social responsibility 

Planted more than 15,000 trees and areas of 

woodland 

Pledges to deliver improved air quality with 

trees and continuing to plant trees to improve 

our environment 
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FINANCE 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 We’ve cut Council Tax 6 times 

 Successive reductions in the bill from the 
Royal Borough have cut the amount 
residents need to pay by a cumulative 
£483 at Band D 

 The council tax is now the lowest outside 
London, lowest in Berkshire and we are the 
only local authority to have cut council tax 
six times consecutively 

 Budget reductions have been achieved 
without any cut to front line council 
services 

 More income streams are being delivered 
through housing and property opportunities 

 More back office services are shared eg 
Building Control, internal Audit and 
Adoption services 

 Before national rules changed, we 
successfully reached targets for combating 
benefits fraud 

 More support given to credit unions 

 Customer services enhanced to enable 
online chat, more calls being answered 
and being dealt with more quickly 

 The vast majority of fees and charges held 
in line with the rate of inflation 

 Limit council tax rises, at or below the rate of 
inflation, whilst further improving services 

 Share more services with other councils to 
improve efficiency 

 Continue support to Berkshire Credit Union 

 Progress further council developments with a 
Private Rented Sector income goal 

 Seek to avoid over-inflationary increases in 
fees and charges 

 Increase spending on grants to voluntary 
organisations 

 Invest in technology to improve services to 
residents 

 Encourage and support pop up shops  

 Consider further business rate relief to 
enhance & promote new businesses 

 Maintain our strong stance against benefit 
fraud 

 Support the “Pub Loan Fund” policy locally 

 

CLLR SIMON DUDLEY, LEAD MEMBER FOR FINANCE : 
We always take great care with public funds, because we remember it is your money, not ours, and we 

will only spend if we believe it is absolutely in the public interest to do so. For example, we’ve increased 

expenditure on community wardens and on the roads, but also on children’s safeguarding and 

investments in Windsor and Maidenhead town centres. Services haven’t been cut to achieve tax 

reductions, rather, we’ve become experts on contract negotiations, smarter working and lean 

management to achieve value for money. 

Paul Lion, Theresa May, Stuart Carroll and Claire Stretton hold 

the banner showing the effect of 6 years’ reductions in tax 
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HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORT 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 Roads spending is at an all time high 

 Over £9m has been spent on the roads 
during the last 4 years, with generous local 
funding and national transport grant 
support 

 Almost 10% of the road network has been 
resurfaced this year - 135 schemes 

 Over half a million pounds of investment in 
cycle routes, schemes and cycle parking 
over the last four years 

 More grit bins have been issued to schools, 
parishes and local residents 

 Unnecessary and congestion producing 
traffic lights have been removed in both 
Maidenhead and Windsor 

 New bus shelters with live timetable 
information installed across the Borough 

 Verge protection installed at 20 sites 
across the Borough 

 Thames Path “missing link” footpath 
installed 

 Maintain increases in locally funded 
spending on roads and pavements 

 Develop and maintain cycle routes 

 Seek improvements (eg extensions and 
frequency of services) to bus routes across 
the Borough 

 Provide additional car parking in town 
centres 

 Work with utility companies to improve the 
quality of road and pavement repairs 

 Continue to review and reduce unnecessary 
traffic lights 

 Continue to improve bus stops and work for 
accurate real time arrival information 

 Work with schools to keep them open during 
adverse weather 

 Ensure flood schemes and maintenance are 
delivered on time to better protect homes 
and highways 

 Plan for the arrival of Crossrail to deliver 
more integrated rail, taxi and bus services 

CLLR GEOFF HILL, LEAD MEMBER FOR HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT : 
When it comes to council services, roads are always top of the list of concerns for residents. There are 

always more potholes to fill and roads to resurface, as wear and tear from vehicles as well ice and water 

cause damage. That’s why we’ve increased the amount of money we spend on fixing the roads to be far 

higher than levels under the previous administration. We’re keen to fix pavements too, and sort out bus 

services where sensible solutions exist. And not forgetting cyclists either! 

Simon Dudley at the site of the newly restored “Missing  Link” in 

Maidenhead 
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PLANNING AND 
HOUSING 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 The Borough’s Green Belt remains 
protected under local and national policies 

 Neighbourhood planning has delivered a 
successful plan at referendum, and every 
part of the Borough has a localised plan in 
preparation or nearing completion 

 Shared ownership is the supported policy 
in current local plan. Recent applications 
are promoting shared ownership  

 Do It Yourself Shared Ownership has 
created 250 new owner invested dwellings 

 2 new conservation areas and 2 revisions 
to existing conservation areas have helped 
keep the Borough a great place to live 

 Supportive policies for small businesses 
are in the new local plan 

 Unauthorised traveller sites have been 
actively resisted despite onerous and 
systemic legal blockages 

 Protect the Green Belt 

 Deliver home ownership through shared 
equity and other models where the resident 
has a stake in their property  

 Support innovative funding options for Right 
To Buy schemes 

 Enhance and support our conservation areas 

 Continue to carry out rigorous planning 
enforcement activities 

 Reward deserving tenants with higher 
nomination rights eg for contributions to the 
community 

 Support ex-Forces personnel with access to 
housing through local policies 

 Protect the essential character of urban 
areas  

and 

 Continue to support the regeneration of our 
towns 

 Support local decision making for planning 
applications where appropriate 

CLLR DEREK WILSON, LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING : 
Planning generates a lot of interest from the public, especially when green countryside is put under 

threat by the prospect of development. The country does have a housing shortage, but we don’t want to 

lose protected open spaces and local fields. We are working to deliver both infrastructure and general 

planning policies for the Royal Borough, though it may be potentially impacted by central Government 

direction. We have supported work on new conservation areas and want to enable more local people to 

get on the housing ladder. 

Mohammed Ilyas surveying valuable green belt in Furze Platt 

ward 
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ENVIRONMENT 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 We kept the weekly bin collection  

 Our local collection is a weekly recycling, 
weekly residual waste and weekly food 
waste 

 We have a very popular subscription green 
waste service who want the council to 
remove their garden cuttings 

 We’ve planted more trees and woodland 

 The Borough provides information to 
residents to help them reduce energy use 

 164 visits to schools to promote waste 
awareness 

 More recycling facilities (9 extra recycling 
bins, battery recycling and electrical waste) 
provided 

 Car sharing promoted and supported 

 More dog bins have been installed in parks 
and open spaces 

 Planning policies to support sustainable 
development have been adopted 

 Installation of solar energy PV cells on the 
Town Hall 

 Keep the weekly bin collection 

 Improve the incentives for recycling eg 
through better Green Redeem rewards 

 Recruit and promote recycling through local 
champions 

 Double the number of community wardens 
from 18 to 36 

 Continue to support the fight against anti 
social behaviour through our community 
wardens 

 Encourage more community groups to join 
Green Redeem and receive donations 

 Implement a collective energy switching 
programme 

 Continue enforcement of litter and dog 
fouling 

 Lobby for continuing external funding for the 
River Thames Scheme 

 Maintain lobby against Heathrow expansion 

 Work with local communities to manage 
flood risk 

 Support the rural economy and agriculture by 
adopting policies that have worked 
elsewhere 

 Explore further deployment of PV cells 

 Continue planting trees 

CLLR CARWYN COX, LEAD MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT : 
Whether it’s the weekly bin collection or the state of our neighbourhood, the environment affects us all. 

The most universal service that the Council provides, collecting the bins, is one we’re keen to protect 

and support. Only 6% of councils retain a full weekly collection. Many residents don’t get much directly 

in return for their council tax, but this is one service they almost all receive. We’ve had great success in 

building our team of community wardens and want to move this further. From solar panels to energy 

switching, the environment receives great focus from the Conservatives. 

Natasha Airey and Phillip Bicknell at Hemwood Dell, local 

woodland in Park Ward 
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EDUCATION AND 
CHILDREN’S 
SERVICES 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 Opened two new free schools in the 
Borough, at Holyport College (a state 
boarding school) and Braywick Court (a 
primary school). A third, Forest Bridge, for 
autistic children, is about to start 

 School applications are now mostly made 
online, 88% compared to 39% in 2011 for 
secondary schools 

 Schools have participated in park clean-
ups, and improved their civic offer 

 Expanded the outstanding Oldfield School 
in Maidenhead with significant investment 

 Parents are now able to apply to up to six 
schools rather than the former restrictive 
limit of three 

 Weekly information is provided for 
apprenticeships and vocational 
opportunities 

 Our safeguarding children function has 
been comprehensively upgraded and 
improved 

 Childrens Centres provide longer hours and 
a more varied service provision 

 Promote school choice through support for 
free schools and satellite grammars, national 
legislation permitting 

 Support existing schools in provision of 
excellent education 

 Reward and recognise teachers for going the 
extra mile through a local scheme 

 Start a service for volunteers to add value to 
local schools at all levels 

 Support broadening the vocational student 
offer and apprenticeship opportunities 

 To ensure a fully functional safeguarding hub 
is in operation for Borough residents 

 Continue to improve the intensive family 
support programme 

 Continue to invest money in school 
expansion, focussed on the best schools 

 Promote fostering and adoption 

 Seek increases in volunteer participation in 
our youth services both at the Council and 
outside 

 Work with schools to close any attainment 
gaps for poor pupils 

 Use key worker housing policies to support 
teacher recruitment 

CLLR PHILLIP BICKNELL, LEAD MEMBER FOR CHILDRENS SERVICES: 
Although many local authority powers have been transferred, we retain a big role in managing school 

places and standards across the Borough. Our team provide the much needed safeguarding service for 

vulnerable children, ranging from fostering and adoption to preventing child abuse. We are very 

conscious of the grammar schools on our borders, and hope to bring more grammar school places to 

local people. Alongside this, improving the outcomes for children at all levels and of all abilities is a 

demanding task for schools and the Borough alike. 

Holyport College, a new state boarding secondary school for the 

Borough  
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COMMUNITY 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 Local employers Corporate Social 
Responsibility network set up 

 Work experience extended and enhanced 

 Over 1000 participants in Adopt A Street 

 Big Society grants and social enterprises 
started through the Borough 

 More volunteers - now over 3000 - involved 
in various activities across the Borough 

 Annual awards for volunteers and best 
kept street 

 Adopt a Garden scheme introduced 

 Big Society days continue, eg in Windsor’s 
Peascod Street this year (see picture) 

 Funding for the voluntary sector increased 

 Neighbourhood budgeting allows residents 
to vote for the scheme that deserves 
support 

 Care Bank, allowing old people to be 
looked after in their home, launched and 
expanded with WRVS 

 Council transparency page continues to 
show as much public information as 
possible 

 Continue to work with local employers to 
provide work placements and 
apprenticeships 

 Provide easy-to-access projects for people 
and businesses to help with through a 
volunteer matching scheme 

 Use member individual budgets to continue 
spending on very local deserving causes 

 Extend the “Love Dedworth” scheme to other 
areas of the Borough 

 Encourage more people to volunteer in their 
community 

 Provide publicly funded publicity space eg in 
Around the Royal Borough for local  charities 
and groups to promote their work 

 Continue to fund the Social Enterprise 
scheme, and the Bright Ideas competition 

 Promote closer working with Parish councils, 
devolving powers by mutual agreement 

 Launch a good neighbour scheme 

CLLR CHRISTINE BATESON, LEAD MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS : 
As a vanguard authority for the Big Society since 2010, the Royal Borough has always placed great 

importance on the work that voluntary and charitable bodies perform in their areas of expertise. 

Whether it is the Scouts and Guides, or school governors, Olympic ambassadors or parish councils, the 

work done by local people in their community keeps communities strong. We have aimed to support and 

assist cross-faith community work, and will continue to do so. 

Celebrating the Big Society on Peascod St with market stalls to 

sign up volunteers, and a live band, and a Dame 
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ADULT 
SERVICES 
 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 Extra care schemes at Maudsley House 
and Lady Elizabeth House have been 
maintained and supported 

 Boyn Grove Resource Centre opened and 
extended to include a library and café 

 Supported the outstanding Frimley Park 
Hospital Trust takeover of the failing 
Heatherwood and Wexham Park Hospital 
Trust 

 Maintained Ways Into Work and brought 
opportunity for learning disabled residents 

 Continued to support SMILE and 
maintained subsidy across the transfer of 
leisure facilities 

 Kept contract prices down by tough 
negotiations with care providers 

 Launched and extended CareBank 

 Started the Shared Lives scheme 

 Supported the rollout of Telecare  

 Ensure residents who receive council care 
are covered by a care plan 

 Improve the availability of technology 
solutions to assist people to live in their own 
homes 

 Proactively support programmes that tackle 
loneliness in our communities 

 Work with local organisations and homes to 
improve services for residents with dementia 
problems eg Alzheimers 

 Train all staff, and work with partners, to 
recognise symptoms to guard vulnerable 
people against abuse 

 Support improved mental health services in 
the Borough 

 Ensure a falls prevention strategy is 
developed and is effective 

 Use collaboration and influence with GPs and 
hospitals to keep health facilities as local as 
possible 

 Campaign against hospital parking charges 

CLLR DAVID COPPINGER, LEAD MEMBER FOR ADULT SERVICES: 
With our aging population, the role of the local authority in caring for adults, especially the elderly, is only 

likely to increase. Adult Services already commands the biggest budget of the Council, and ensuring we 

get value for money and achieve all the outcomes required is a massive task. Our team have performed 

great things over the last four years, leading the way in many areas. 

Dee Quick and David Burbage at Boyn Grove  Resource Centre 

in Maidenhead 
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LEISURE AND 
CULTURE 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 A massive amount of investment in parks 
and open spaces, including fountains, a 
new pond in Kidwells Park, more play area 
at Osgood Park 

 4 outdoor table tennis tables installed 

 Desborough skate park completed 

 New leisure facilities at Furze Platt 

 Expanded facilities at Magnet, Windsor and 
Charters leisure centres 

 Seven day a week library opening 

 New libraries at Dedworth and Boyn Grove 

 More volunteers helping out with additional 
services in the libraries 

 Water fountains restored to public use 

 Windsor triathlon and now Park Runs 
regular events 

 Supported the 2012 Olympics at Dorney 
Lake 

 Maintained support for our arts centres 

 More allotments for Borough residents 
provided and enhanced 

 Maintain through contract our high quality 
leisure centres at competitive prices 

 Open at least one new library 

 Maintain and improve our parks and open 
spaces, including public art 

 Increase the number of litter and dog bins, 
and empty them regularly 

 Further enhance our parks and open spaces 
through drinking fountains and other 
fountains / water features 

 More computing facilities in libraries, 
including new technology eg tablets and 
extra free wifi time 

 Provide more cycle racks at our parks and 
other places to encourage cycling 

 Increase further the range of council services 
available at libraries 

 Continue to support the Borough’s arts 
centres 

CLLR DEE QUICK, LEAD MEMBER FOR LEISURE & CULTURE: 
Following our successful transfer to professional industry operator Parkwood, our leisure centres are 

going from strength to strength. The best story of the last four years in my area though is being able to 

open two new libraries and further, have most of the Borough’s libraries open seven days a week, and 

all are open at some point during the weekend. We understand that people access public facilities at all 

times, not just during working hours. We’ve kept up our support for local arts centres and invested in our 

parks and open spaces. 

The fantastic Jubilee Fountain in Windsor, built for visitors and 

residents without using taxpayers’ funds 
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PUBLIC HEALTH 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 Berkshire Public Health set up with central 
services from Bracknell 

 Local public health team set up in the 
Royal Borough 

 Spending framework tool established 

 More focus on health checks, flu jabs and 
public vaccination programmes 

 Reducing expenditure on less effective 
programmes 

 Supporting the SMILE programme (So 
Much Improvement for Little Exercise) 

 Introduced public Park Runs as a result of 
the Bright Idea competition 

 Supported public road races and installed 
outdoor leisure equipment 

 Campaigned for better hospital services  

 Worked with local GPs on joint 
programmes to improve public health 

 Work with leisure providers, GPs to provide 
facilities for people to get fitter and healthier 

 Continue to promote health checks in the 
Borough 

 Use the Borough’s publications to promote 
public health issues and awareness 
campaigns 

 Identify young carers and help provide 
support 

 Continue to raise awareness of mental 
health issues especially for children 

 Support the SMILE programme through our 
leisure centres 

 Better deploy public health funds through 
objective assessment of effect and necessity 

 Use best practise from overseas and other 
local authorities to greatest effect in the 
Royal Borough 

CLLR LYNDA YONG, DEPUTY LEAD MEMBER FOR HEALTH: 
One area of local government which has been restored from national control to councils is public health. 

The definition is quite broad but includes such things as school nursing, anti-smoking and obesity work 

and issues such as vaccinations and sexual health. We want to make the most of this capability and put 

public funds to really good use and tackle public health problems that can affect the wider society if left 

unaddressed, without being an interfering “nanny state” in peoples’ lives. 

Lynda Yong and Sayonara Luxton at the Ascot Medical Centre 
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MAIDENHEAD 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 Regeneration proceeds apace with many 
developments underway and completed 

 A new owner of the Nicholson’s Centre 
brings potential for a retail upgrade 

 Roads system assessed and 
improvements programmed eg open up 
Moorbridge road from the A4, Stafferton 
Way link road 

 More markets and events held on the High 
Street 

 More on street parking spaces and 
extended free parking at Christmas 

 Brought in pay on exit at Nicholson’s car 
park 

 Town Hall retained and efficient open plan 
working introduced 

 Hanging flower baskets brought in all year 
round 

 Supported the Maidenhead Waterways 
Restoration 

 Kept on-street parking free 

 Removed congestion-generating traffic 
lights on the A4 

 Continue with the relentless commitment to 
deliver regeneration of the town 

 Improve parking arrangements near 
Maidenhead station 

 Review and revise as necessary 
Maidenhead’s masterplan, the Area Action 
Plan 

 Keep the Town Hall 

 Keep free on-street parking 

 Support “shared space” arrangements to 
bring life to parts of the town centre 

 Continue to offer more extended markets 
and events in the town centre, with improved 
advertising 

 Create a vibrant and lively town centre with 
space for community facilities and 
entertainment offers 

 Bring in Town Centre WiFi 

 Smarten up street furniture to improve 
appearance 

 Continue to support Maidenhead Waterways 

 Explore extensions including mezzanine 
parking to existing surface car parks 

 Improve access into the town centre for 
pedestrians 

CLLR DAVID BURBAGE, LEAD MEMBER FOR MAIDENHEAD : 
As the Borough’s biggest town, but with significant challenges, putting together all the pieces for 

regeneration and investment has meant a lot of work for the Council and its partners. Happily, with the 

forthcoming arrival of Crossrail, existing connections and the continuing prosperity in the Thames Valley 

and into London, the town has maintained its attraction to residents old and new, to investors and those 

committed to making the town a better place. With work continuing on the Waterways, the multiple 

cranes over the town mean Maidenhead is really making progress. 

The decades long wait for the Southern Relief Road 

 at Stafferton Way is almost over 
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WINDSOR 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 Won the battle to retain 24/7 fire cover for 
Windsor with the new fire station at Tinkers 
Lane 

 Continued to press for longer and 
accessible opening times for Windsor’s 
police station 

 Piloted - and made permanent - the 
pedestrianisation of lower Peascod Street 

 Conducted plenty of licensing and other 
operations to control the night time 
economy 

 Supported fantastic new Christmas lights 

 Continued the taxi marshalling scheme 

 Supported the work to introduce new 
rowing facilities along the Thames 

 Delivered the transport solution for the 
2012 Olympics at Eton Dorney 

 Continued the campaign against 
Heathrow’s expansion and night flights 
affecting the town 

 Tackled traffic issues related to Legoland’s 
popularity by trialling new routes for visitors 

 

 Review and increase parking provision in 
Windsor - including Meadow Lane car park in 
Eton 

 Introduce ‘pay on exit’ parking in RBWM 
controlled car parks  

 Enhance and restore Alexandra Gardens 

 Pursue options to promote a safe night time 
economy, maintaining residential amenity 

 Campaign to keep Windsor police station 
open and accessible to the public 

 Continue to support the taxi marshalling 
scheme 

 Work with the Crown Estate to enhance local 
sports and leisure facilities 

 Ensure Windsor has a well maintained and 
high quality public realm for both residents 
and visitors alike, eg from the Coach Park to 
the town centre 

 Continue the campaign against Heathrow 
expansion, and to protect Windsor from night 
flights and more aeroplanes 

 Work to alleviate congestion and parking 
problems on Thames Street 

 Use Borough licensing and enforcement 
powers to combat issues in central Windsor 

 Monitor and seek solutions to air quality 
problems, eg planting trees 

 

CLLR NATASHA AIREY,  DEPUTY LEAD MEMBER FOR WINDSOR : 
Our long campaign to deliver a sustainable and lasting solution to Windsor’s fire cover was finally 

achieved when the Tinkers Lane Fire Station was opened this year. We delivered extra on-street parking 

for Windsor and worked hard to ensure the night time economy doesn’t affect local amenity more than 

absolutely necessary. We’ve brought life to the lower end of Peascod Street, celebrated the end of 

clamping in the town and continued with the taxi marshalling scheme. Work continues on finding 

additional parking resource and to improve the resident and visitor experience in the town. 

Adam Afriyie and the Conservative Windsor team at the new Fire 

Station in Tinkers Lane 
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ASCOT & THE 
SUNNINGS 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 Through a great deal of local effort, 
secured an approved neighbourhood plan 
for referendum, passing with over 90% 
support 

 Held Heathrow and the CAA to account at 
Ascot Racecourse for their noisy overflights 
which were not properly authorised 

 Fought for, and retained, significant 
services at Heatherwood Hospital 

 Brought better access and facilities to the 
open space at Victory Field 

 Developed the case to restore path at 
Ascot Station as a right of way 

 Significantly invested in Charters Leisure 
Centre 

 Supported local fundraising for the 
“Warhorse” World War I memorial 

 With the police, reopened Ascot Police 
Station alongside volunteer support 

 Through the Fire Authority, restoring a full 
service to Ascot Fire Station 

 Support Ascot High Street regeneration 

 Work with Frimley Park Hospital Trust to 
ensure and encourage extended facilities at 
the Heatherwood site 

 Work with local GPs to secure appropriate 
facilities for all local residents 

 Support better sports and leisure facilities in 
Ascot and the Sunnings 

 Build a roundabout at the junction of the 
A329 and B383 

 Consult and consider traffic calming 
measures in the area eg in Sunningdale at 
Chobham Road 

 Support a library for Sunningdale 

 Support the provision of Christmas Lights for 
Ascot, Sunninghill and Sunningdale 

 Campaign for additional opening hours at 
Ascot Police Station 

CLLR CHRISTINE BATESON, COUNCILLOR FOR SUNNINGDALE: 
People in the south of the Borough sometimes complain about being “forgotten”, so we’re ensuring a 

fair deal through a dedicated set of specific manifesto commitments for our area. Our own 

neighbourhood plan, passed at referendum with over 90% of the vote, shows we have a common vision 

for local developments, and that local people want to maintain the high quality of life. 

John Story in open space at Allen’s Field  
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COUNCIL 
TRANSFORMATION 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

 Used a variety of techniques to transform 
services to residents, for example in Adult 
Services, our biggest budget area 

 Improved services to callers to the 
Customer Service Centre 

 Improved technology for visitors to the 
town hall 

 Upgraded the Borough’s website 

 Brought in new web chat and online forms 
for easy reporting 

 Supported feedback to residents on 
FixMyStreet 

 Abolished the post of Chief Executive 

 Begun flattening the staffing structure so 
managers can be managers 

 Introduced an improved appraisal and 
objectives scheme 

 Shared services with Wokingham Council 
and others 

 

 

 Keep finding good practice and 
implementing it 

 Remove bureaucracy and red tape 

 Involve councillors at all levels in decision 
making where it affects their communities 

 Increase multi-skilling of council officers to 
better enable change and diversify jobs 

 Introduce a proper feedback “tell us once” 
Customer Relationship Management system 
so chasing progress is a thing of the past 

 Implement effective learning for customer 
service excellence 

 Continue channel shift to bring in more 24/7 
council services 

 Use libraries and other community facilities 
eg Parish offices and children’s centres to 
enable greater access to council functions 

 Use benchmarking to compare our services 
with others 

 Introduce a residents champion - a local 
ombudsman - to further improve our 
response to complaints 

 Create widespread WiFi coverage for 
residents and visitors  

CLLR DAVID BURBAGE, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL : 
Although transformation within the council isn’t necessarily a public facing activity, like the Cabinet 

Office within Central Government, a great deal of hidden public good takes place outside of the 

newspapers and press releases. The business of running the council well - especially as efficiently as we 

do - means implementing the very best solutions for local government and ensuring all the services we 

support and provide are fit for purpose and good for all residents in the Royal Borough, young and old. 

Geoff Hill looking at the new Royal Borough website 
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CONSERVATIVES LABOUR 

Council Tax in Conservative Windsor and 

Maidenhead has been cut 6 years in 

succession, down over 12% in absolute terms. 

Council Tax in Labour Reading is now over 50%

more expensive than in Windsor and 

Maidenhead. 

We’ve kept the weekly bin collection despite 

pressure to change - weekly recycling, weekly 

residual and weekly food collections 

Labour councils have some of the worst 

records for recycling and bin collections. In 

Labour’s Bury Council, they now only collect 

every three weeks! 

Windsor and Maidenhead were the first council 

to publish spending - your money - regularly 

online in 2009 

Nottingham Council refused to publish public 

information online until obliged to by Whitehall. 

Staff sickness levels in the Royal Borough are 

at 6.24 days per year - comparable with the 

private sector 

Staff sickness levels in Labour Slough are 34% 

higher at 8.4 days per year 

There are no taxpayer funded trades union 

posts in your local Council 

Labour Councils often fund trades unions from 

council tax. In Dudley, local taxes pay for 16 full 

time union officials 

We’ve opened new libraries in the Royal 

Borough since 2011, extended opening hours 

and brought in Sunday opening across the 

Borough 

In Sunderland, Labour closed 9 libraries in 

2013 alone.  In Derbyshire, Labour cut 10 

mobile libraries down to just 2 

Average funding per head by central 

Government is only £160 per head in the Royal 

Borough 

Nearby in Labour Slough receives over £360 

per head, massively 224% of the amount 

funded for services in the Royal Borough but 

still complain about “unfairness” ! 

Conservatives have opened two new free 

schools - one primary, one secondary and a 

third is on its way. This provides more choice to 

parents. 

Labour councils block free schools allowing 

failing schools to go unchallenged, and 

avoiding giving increased choice to their 

residents 

We’ve extended free on-street parking for 

residents and increased the discounts for 

Advantage Card holders in Council car parks 

Labour Reading abolished their free waiting 

time to introduce new and higher parking 

charges, blaming central Government 

THE CHOICE AT 
THIS ELECTION 
The choice in Windsor and Maidenhead is one between a Conservative team who put residents 

first, and not the bureaucracy at the Town Hall or working for the changing whims of Whitehall 

or numerous quangoes. Here is a comparison between Right and Left. 



APPENDIX 1 : ADMINISTRATION 

CLLR DAVID BURBAGE, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL: 
 

A final note.* 

 

Eight years of experience at the helm of the Royal Borough has taught us a great deal about the 

difficulties of delivering successful policy challenges to residents, and some of the traps that await 

good intentions. 

 

As a result, included here in our 2015 manifesto, are a few principles of Conservative administration 

that we will continue to implement if elected in May. 

IN RUNNING THE COUNCIL, WE WILL : 

 Always put outcomes before processes. The creation of a document or process, making a strategy, or holding meetings 

can delay the actual community need ie improving outcomes for residents. Making a difference is what matters. 

 Put Residents First. We will always put residents’ interests before administrative convenience or historic ways of doing 

things ; for the resident, what does ‘good’ look like? 

 Find best practice rather than invent a new wheel. As there are hundreds of local authorities implementing public policy 

across the land, often we will not be the first or the most resourceful authority to do new things. We will always seek to 

use the wisdom and experience of other councils wherever possible. 

 Consult local councillors before significant events occur in an area. Sometimes in dealing with issues we can forget that 

local Members or a Parish Council will both have a view and need to know. We should always communicate with 

interested parties in good time to arrive at sensible decisions.  

 Plan and deliver projects and budgets properly.  Long term planning, with a relentless focus on the desired outcomes is 

essential for success. Utilising project management skills, accurate budgeting and reporting back regularly are vital. 

 Never forget whose money it is. It can be tempting to try to fully spend a budget once it is allocated. But we never forget 

that it is your money, taxpayers’ money, and we will only spend it if it really is necessary! 

* This page is an almost exact replica of the similar appendix from 2011.  The principles contained here are still extremely 

sound and bear repeating - and implementing - for the next four years. 
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Please check our website www.rbwmconservatives.com regularly for updated campaign information 

On May 7th 2015, Vote Conservative 


