
  

Separate Night Flights Consultation: deadline 28th February 
This is separate from the 3

rd
 runway consultation.  The current night flight regime ends 

in October.  The Department for Transport is proposing continuing it for 5 years until 
2022.  16 flights are allowed between 11.30pm and 6am.  HACAN is arguing for at least 
a 7 hour night ban from 11pm until 6am.   
 

The consultation document can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/582863/night-flight-restrictions-at-heathrow-

gatwick-and-stansted.pdf; Responses should be emailed to night.flights@dft.gsi.gov.uk  
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COALITION COMES TOGETHER 

TO FIGHT 3rd RUNWAY 
 
New local groups are forming to fight a third 
runway at Heathrow.  The Government 
launched a four month consultation on a new 
runway at the beginning of February which is 
outlined on the inside pages.  
  Already new groups are emerging to oppose it. 
In the last month groups have started up in 
Brentford and Hammersmith.  They join 
established groups in places like Ealing, 
Chiswick, Teddington, Richmond, Englefield 
Green and, of course, the Heathrow villages.  If 
you want details of any of the groups, drop us 
an email at info@hacan.org.uk  
 
The groups are joined by a number of local 
authorities.  The councils have vowed to fight on 
despite the legal challenge four of them 
brought alongside Greenpeace being rejected 
by the courts.  The judges argued that they 
could only challenge a decision and that last 
autumn all the Government did was express a 
preference for a 3rd runway.  The decision will 
not be made until Parliament votes on the 
National Policy Statement (expected to be later 
this year).  The councils may challenge the ruling. 
 
 Many of the local groups are expecting to hold public meetings and other events during the 
course of the consultation.  We will put details on our website. 
 

•  Details of the DfT’s consultation official exhibitions:  http://hacan.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2013/06/Consultation-Information-Events.pdf    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our success 
depends on 
your support 

 
Campaigning to 
win again! 



  

HEATHROW: 

SET A 3RD 

RUNWAY 

MOUNTAIN 

TO CLIMB 

What about Flight Paths 
 
The consultation does not show where even indicative 
flight paths might be if a 3rd runway is built.  Flight paths 
are critical to residents and may determine their attitude to the 
proposed new runway.  The flight paths are not indicated 
because, whether a 3

rd
 runway is built or not, flight paths will be 

changing in line with the worldwide changes to airspace (see 
back page).  The technology now exists to guide aircraft more 
precisely.  This can enable the industry to make more effective 
use of flights paths, thus saving time, fuel, money and cut CO2.  
In the Airspace Policy consultation, released alongside the 3

rd
 

runway consultation, the Government is asking for views on the 
principles which should be adopted in making airspace 
changes.  Until the Government adopts a new airspace policy 
following the consultation, flight paths cannot be drawn up.  
Later this year, however, Heathrow will issue its own 
consultation on the principles it should adopt in devising flight 
paths.  But it won’t be until next year that we will know more 
detail when Heathrow, if Parliament approves a 3

rd
 runway, will 

draw up detailed plans for the new runway.   

How to respond to the Conditions 
 
HACAN will continue to make the case against a 
3
rd
 runway but, if it is approved, we want the 

best deal for our members.  To that end we are 
calling for (and suggest you might like to do the 
same in your responses): 
 
A night flight ban for at least 7 hours, from 
11pm – 6am 
 
Guaranteed respite for all communities 
 
Legally-binding targets to reduce noise 
 
‘World class’ mitigation means ‘world class’ 
 
Pay those who’ll lose their homes 125% of 
their unblighted value 
 
A firm agreement for no 4

th
 runway 

 

 
The Government has set Heathrow a mountain to climb if it is to get a third runway.  The consultation 
document, issued just a few weeks ago is asking the airport to meet unexpectedly tough conditions.  These 
include: 

 
• ensuring 6 more domestic routes from Heathrow by 2030:  Belfast International, Liverpool, 

Newquay, Humberside, Prestwick and Durham Tees Valley; 
 

• implementing measures to deliver on its commitments of no increase in airport-related road 
traffic and more than half of passengers using public transport;  
 

• providing a ‘world-class’ package of support for communities affected by expansion including 
noise insulation for homes and schools and improvements; 
 

• putting in place measures to mitigate the impacts of noise including legally binding noise 
targets, periods of predictable respite and a ban of six and a half hours on night flights; 
 

• and honouring its commitment of paying home owners 25 percent above market value rate 
plus costs for the compulsory purchase of their homes if needed to make way for the new 
runway. 

  
The first two could be particularly challenging. 

 



  

CONSULTATION TIMES THREE 
The consultation on the 3rd runway and the one on Airspace Policy end on 25th May.  The 

deadline for the Night flights Consultation is 28th February. 
  
3rd Runway Consultation 
In the National Policy Statement (NPS) – the full name of the consultation - the Department for Transport 
(DfT) is consulting on the need for a third runway; its local impacts and what conditions Heathrow will be 
required to meet should it be given permission to build it. If Parliament approves the NPS, a third runway will 
become Government policy.  Then in 2018 and 2019 Heathrow will need to draw up and consult on detailed 
plans which will be submitted to a Planning Inquiry during 2019. 
 
Key points to make in response: 
 

• There are different views on whether a new runway is needed in London and the South East but no need to 
express an opinion one way or another if you don’t want to; 

 

• A third runway would bring many more people under new flight paths; 
 

• The half day’s break from the planes which many communities currently enjoy would probably be cut to a third; 
 

• The consultation should have included information as to where the new flight paths should be; 
 

• Heathrow will struggle to comply with air pollution limits if a third runway is built; 
 

• A third runway would require the destruction of at least 783 homes. 
 

• Billions of pounds of taxpayers money would be needed for new rail and road infrastructure.  
 

Read the main points of the consultation at: http://hacan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/DfT-consultation-press-
release.pdf Responses should be emailed to runwayconsultation@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 

Airspace Policy Consultation 
This does not just cover Heathrow.  It is a national consultation.  It deals with 5 key issues: the principles 
that should be used when flight paths are introduced; the concentration of flight paths; the key areas where 
noise should be given priority over other issues; an Independent Noise Authority; and revised metrics to 
assess noise annoyance.  This is a much more positive document than had been expected. 
 
Key points to make in response: 
 

• It is proposing much more public engagement before new flight paths are introduced or changes are made to 
existing flight paths.  This is to be welcomed. 

 

• It says that multiple routes are an option to avoid concentration over particular communities.  This is 
welcome. 

 

• It argues that noise should be the key issue when flying planes below 4,000 ft and only one of the factors 
between 4,000 and 7,000 ft.  That would be a continuation of the current situation.  On the basis of where 
complaints come to us, HACAN argues that noise should be the main consideration up until at least 6,000ft. 

 

• It proposes an Independent Noise Authority, to be known as ICCAN.  It proposes a fully independent body; 
advisory rather than regulatory.  Funding would come from Government to pay for a Board and a Secretariat.   
It would be housed within the CAA but independent of it.  Local communities generally welcome the setting up 
of an Independent Noise Authority but will want guarantees that it will be truly independent and will have teeth. 

 

• It is proposing new metrics to replace the 57 decibel contour as ‘the onset of community annoyance’.  This 57 
decibel contour has been much criticized as not reflecting reality.  In London, for example, it excludes places 
like Putney and Fulham where aircraft noise is clearly a problem.  The DfT proposes replacing it with a 54 
decibel contour and a 51 decibel contour (which includes areas 25-30 miles from Heathrow).  These are 
overdue changes which will reflect more accurately the areas where noise is a problem.    

 
You can find the consultation at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/589099/uk-airspace-policy-consultation-

executive-summary.pdf  (summary).  Responses to be emailed to airspace.policy@dft.gsi.gov.uk. 



  

Join Us! 
If you are not a member already, join us!  For just £15 a year, 

you can receive regular information from us, join in our 

campaigns.  For details check out our website 

www.hacan.org.uk, call us on 020 8876 0455 or email us at 

info@hacan.org.uk   

  

Can members who pay by Standing Order note that the 

amount needs to be changed from £13 to £15 in accordance 

with the rise in membership. 

 

You can follow HACAN on Twitter: @hacan1; HACAN East 

is: @hacaneast.  Also check out our blog on our home page on 

the website. HACAN has a Facebook group:  the latest news 

and where you can write your thoughts and comments and 

exchange information with other members:  

http://www.facebook.com/groups/147698088661614  And a 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/hacanpage/  

 

If you want national aviation news, reports and briefings, 

check out www.airportwatch.org.uk  

 

To track flight paths on screen check out Webtrak on 

http://webtrak.bksv.com/lhr  

 

Take Off is compiled by John Stewart, assisted by Laurie 

Anders, printed by RAP Spiderweb and published by HACAN, 

PO Box  607, Chatham, ME4 9EE, telephone 020 8876 0455,  

email info@hacan.org.uk.  
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Sign up to Update! 
It keeps you up-to-date with events and activities    

The next six months will be packed with campaigning activity.  

We are only able to send out 2/3 issues of this newsletter each 

year as postage is high (the more of you who are able to take 

online copies the better: let us know if you want to switch).  So 

the way to keep abreast of events is to check our website which 

is updated on a regular basis and to sign up to Update.  Many of 

you already have. Update is emailed out usually every fortnight.  

It lets you know what is planned and how you can get involved.  

Email info@hacan.org.uk to be put on the update list. 

      
We would like to phase out paper copies of Take Off.  If we 

do not do not have an email address for you, or if it might 

be out-of-date, could you email it to info@hacan.org.uk  

 

BIG CHANGES TO FLIGHT PATHS ON THEIR WAY 
 
Whether or not a 3rd runway is built there will be big changes to Heathrow’s flight path.  As we indicated on 
page two, this is part of a worldwide trend to modernize airspace.  Many of the flight paths at Heathrow have 
not changed since the airport opened in 1946.  HACAN has been encouraging Heathrow to involve local 
communities as much as is feasible in any changes.  There are distinct signs the airport is responding.  It 
has seen the distress and uproar that occurred at Gatwick, London City and many of the American airports 
where new, often concentrated, flight paths were introduced with minimal or no consultation.  It intends to 
work through the Community Noise Forum and other bodies to ensure community participation in setting the 
principles which should be followed in drawing 
up the flight paths. 
  Heathrow has already committed itself to the 
principle of respite.  In April it will publish a 
report it commissioned into what meaningful 
respite would look like.  In December it will 
begin discussions on the principles it should 
use when the airspace is being redesigned.  
More detailed engagement will take place next 
year.  This is expected to happen whether or 
not a 3rd runway is approved as Heathrow is 
required to have the new flight paths in place 
by 2024. 
  Living under a flight path can be a brutal 
experience and so people will be apprehensive 
about changes.  But a redesign does bring 
hope for a lot of people.  Outside West London 
communities get no respite.  The introduction of 
multiple flight paths could bring hundreds of 
thousands of people longed for relief.  Equally, 
communities under the departure routes, which 
have seen increasing concentration of aircraft, 
are crying out for a change. 
  Of course, changes could mean some 
communities getting planes for the first time.  
But it may not be a large number as so much of 
London and the Home Counties is already 
overflown.  However, the impact on these areas 
must be thought through very carefully.  
HACAN will engage with Heathrow to get the 
best deal possible for overflown communities.   

 

 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE RESEARCH: 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

 

 Do you live near an airport, an overground 
railway or a major road? Are you interested in 
helping research into noise and ultrafine 
particle exposure?  Imperial College are 
conducing research into noise and ultrafine 
particle (UFP) air pollution at homes located 
near to airport, railways and roadways in 
London.  They are seeking volunteers to 
participate in the study who would allow them 
to take measurements inside and outside their 
homes. If anybody is interested in taking part or 
wants to find out more email Faridah Naim at  
 f.naim14@imperial.ac.uk 
 

 


