
Theresa May’s views 

Campaign group HACAN has unearthed archive material which reveals that the new 

Prime Minister Theresa May has been a fierce opponent of a third runway at 

Heathrow.  The information comes from material posted on the Prime Minister’s old 

website (1). 

In response to the decision by the Labour Government to give the go-ahead to a third 

runway in 2009, May said: 

“I know from all the letters and emails I get that many local people will be devastated 

by the Government’s decision. A third runway will result in thousands of additional 

flights, increased noise and more pollution for thousands of people. The 

Government’s promises on the environmental impact of this are not worth the paper 

they are written on – there are no planes currently on the market that would allow 

them to meet their noise and carbon dioxide targets.  As I suspected all along, the 

Government paid no attention to the opinions expressed by members of the public and 

have decided to push ahead with expansion despite all the environmental warnings. 

We need a better Heathrow, not a bigger Heathrow.”   

https://web.archive.org/web/20130103045701/http://www.tmay.co.uk/news/111/theres

a-speaks-out-against-governments-decision-to-approve-a-third-runway-at-heathrow 

 The archives also show that May has consistently expressed concern about night 

flights. 

HACAN chair John Stewart said, “There must now be a real question mark over a 

third runway.  Heathrow will argue that its proposals now offer more to residents than 

the 2009 plan but these archives make very clear that we have a Prime Minister who 

has expressed strong opposition to Heathrow expansion.” 

Theresa meets BAA to consider impact of Heathrow changes 
on the Maidenhead area 

28 June 2012 

Theresa May has met representatives of BAA to discuss changes to operations at 

Heathrow Airport that could help to reduce very early morning noise disturbance as 

well as cutting emissions. The Operational Freedoms trial resumes on 1st July and 

will allow Heathrow to test a number of operational changes designed to reduce 

delays and improve the environmental impact of flights. The trials build upon the first 

phase of the Operational Freedoms programme which ran between November 2011 

and February 2012 and allowed a more flexible approach to the operation of different 

runway modes at the airport. Read More 

Theresa welcomes cancellation of Heathrow third runway 

20 May 2010 



Theresa May has welcomed the Government’s decision to cancel the third runway 

project at Heathrow Airport. The third runway, which was planned by the previous 

Government, would have resulted in additional flights and increased noise and 

pollution in the Maidenhead and Twyford areas, and was opposed by Theresa and 

many local residents.Read More 

Speak up on Heathrow noise says Theresa 

22 June 2009 

Theresa May is encouraging all local residents to respond to a new public consultation 

on aircraft noise from Heathrow Airport. The consultation began last week and gives 

people the chance to review Heathrow Airport’s Draft Noise Action Plan, which 

explains how the airport plans to manage noise over the next five years.Read More 

Fears about increase in night flights over Maidenhead 

3 February 2009 

Theresa May has expressed concern that the Government’s decision to approve a third 

runway at Heathrow could result in increased night flights over Maidenhead and the 

surrounding area. This followed reports that BAA have drawn up plans to allow a 

30% increase in the number of night flights once the third runway is built.Read More 

Theresa speaks out against government's decision to approve 
a third runway at Heathrow 

16 January 2009 

Theresa May has spoken out against the Government’s plans to build a third runway 

at Heathrow Airport, which were approved by the Transport Secretary yesterday. The 

plans will result in an increase in flights over the local area, affecting thousands of 

people in Maidenhead and the surrounding area.Read More 

Theresa reacts to delay on Heathrow decision 

5 December 2008 

Theresa May has reacted to the Government’s announcement that they have again 

postponed a decision on Heathrow expansion. The Transport Secretary, Geoff Hoon, 

said today that he would not be giving his decision until next year, despite stating just 

nine days ago that he would make the announcement before Christmas.Read More 

Minister refuses to rule out increase in Heathrow night flights 

13 November 2008 



Transport Secretary Geoff Hoon failed to rule out increased night flights over 

Maidenhead yesterday when questioned in the House of Commons by Theresa 

May.Read More 

Theresa presses air regulator on Heathrow expansion 

8 July 2008 

Theresa May met representatives of the Civil Aviation Authority last week to discuss 

the potential impact of the expansion of Heathrow airport on the Maidenhead 

constituency. Theresa has previously expressed her strong concerns about the plans in 

her submission to the official consultation on expansion.Read More 

Concerns about Heathrow consultation 

3 March 2008 

Theresa May has submitted a response to the Government’s consultation on Heathrow 

expansion in which she expresses concern about the plans for the future of the airport 

and their effect on the Maidenhead constituency.Read More 

Theresa speaks out against government's decision to 
approve a third runway at Heathrow 

16 January 2009 

Theresa May has spoken out against the Government’s plans to build a third runway 

at Heathrow Airport, which were approved by the Transport Secretary yesterday. The 

plans will result in an increase in flights over the local area, affecting thousands of 

people in Maidenhead and the surrounding area. 

The Transport Secretary, Geoff Hoon, has stated that an additional 125,000 flights 

would be allowed each year but failed to rule out even bigger increases. Speaking in 

the House of Commons, Theresa questioned Mr Hoon, saying: 

“As a result of today’s announcements, my constituents face the prospect of a 

reduction in their quality of life with more planes flying overhead, restriction in 

driving their cars locally and a far worse train service in Crossrail. I hope that the 

Secretary of State recognises that as a result of today’s announcement, nobody will 

take this Government seriously on the environment again. On a very specific point, 

when terminal 5 was announced, the then Secretary of State promised us a cap on the 

number of flights a year of 480,000. The Government have now broken their word, 

and this Secretary of State is playing the same game. In today’s statement he says: ‘I 

want there to be a limit on the initial use of the third runway so that the increase in 

aircraft movements does not exceed 125,000 a year’. That is an aspiration, not a 

commitment. Will he now say that it is a commitment, how it will be put in place and 

why my constituents should believe him today any more than they believed the 

previous Transport Secretary who put a cap on flights?” 



Commenting afterwards, Theresa said: “I know from all the letters and emails I get 

that many local people will be devastated by the Government’s decision. A third 

runway will result in thousands of additional flights, increased noise and more 

pollution for thousands of people. The Government’s promises on the environmental 

impact of this are not worth the paper they are written on – there are no planes 

currently on the market that would allow them to meet their noise and carbon dioxide 

targets.” 

“As I suspected all along, the Government paid no attention to the opinions expressed 

by members of the public and have decided to push ahead with expansion despite all 

the environmental warnings. We need a better Heathrow, not a bigger Heathrow.” 

Theresa welcomed the Government’s decision not to proceed with ‘mixed mode’ 

operations at Heathrow, which would have increased the number of flights even 

before a third runway is built. She said, “Although this decision is welcome there are 

no guarantees as to how long the Government’s commitment will last, particularly 

given the way in which previous promises have been broken.” 

Theresa welcomes cancellation of Heathrow 
third runway 

20 May 2010 

Theresa May has welcomed the Government’s decision to cancel the third runway 

project at Heathrow Airport. The third runway, which was planned by the previous 

Government, would have resulted in additional flights and increased noise and 

pollution in the Maidenhead and Twyford areas, and was opposed by Theresa and 

many local residents. 

The commitment to scrap the third runway project is contained in the coalition 

government’s ‘Programme for Government’, published today. 

Theresa said, “Like many local residents, I strongly welcome to cancellation of the 

third runway at Heathrow. Expanding Heathrow in this way would have had a 

detrimental effect on the Maidenhead and Twyford areas by increasing levels of noise 

and pollution, and today’s announcement is a victory for all those who have 

campaigned against it.” 



 

Speak up on Heathrow noise says Theresa 

22 June 2009 

Theresa May is encouraging all local residents to respond to a new public consultation 

on aircraft noise from Heathrow Airport. The consultation began last week and gives 

people the chance to review Heathrow Airport’s Draft Noise Action Plan, which 

explains how the airport plans to manage noise over the next five years. 

The action plan can be viewed at www.heathrowairport.com/noise. There is a 

questionnaire for members of public to record their views. 

Theresa said, “I welcome the publication of this action plan. I know that a lot of 

people in the Maidenhead area will want to make sure their voice is heard on this 

important issue. Noise from Heathrow Airport is a big concern for local residents. I 

know from the letters and emails that I receive that people have strong views about 

this, so I would encourage everyone to respond to this consultation and speak up on 

Heathrow noise.” 

“I recently contacted the National Air Traffic Service to seek reassures from them that 

flight paths over the local area were not being changed, and I will continue to monitor 

this as well as campaign against the third runway at Heathrow.” 

Fears about increase in night flights over Maidenhead 

3 February 2009 

Theresa May has expressed concern that the Government’s decision to approve a third 

runway at Heathrow could result in increased night flights over Maidenhead and the 

surrounding area. This followed reports that BAA have drawn up plans to allow a 

30% increase in the number of night flights once the third runway is built. 

Theresa has again pressed the Transport Secretary to rule out any increases, which 

could begin as early as 2012. Speaking in a debate on Heathrow in the House of 

Commons, Theresa said: 

“We now know that BAA is predicting a 30 per cent increase in the number of night 

flights. Will the right hon. Gentleman confirm whether the Government are going to 

abide by the current night flight quotas? Will there be an increase in night flights 

under his plans, or not?” 

Transport Secretary Geoff Hoon said that there would be no change to the current 

basis on which night flight arrangements operate, but failed to mention that these 

arrangements end in 2012. With a third runway now approved, there is concern that 

the Government will increase the number of night flights allowed when it implements 

new arrangements for 2012 onwards. 



Commenting, Theresa said: “Having approved the third runway, I am concerned that 

the Government will now push ahead and allow an increase in night flights from 

Heathrow. This would be a major blow to local residents. We have already seen the 

leaked plans from BAA for a 30% increase in night flights, and the Government have 

been less than clear about their plans once the current arrangements end in 2012. I 

will continue to press them to rule out more night flights.” 

The House of Commons debate on Heathrow was called by the Opposition following 

the Government’s failure to allow a vote on expansion. Theresa voted against the third 

runway in a vote that saw the Government’s majority reduced to just 19. 

Theresa reacts to delay on Heathrow decision 

5 December 2008 

Theresa May has reacted to the Government’s announcement that they have again 

postponed a decision on Heathrow expansion. The Transport Secretary, Geoff Hoon, 

said today that he would not be giving his decision until next year, despite stating just 

nine days ago that he would make the announcement before Christmas. 

Theresa said, “This is an issue of concern to a huge number of local residents. The 

Government is clearly dithering on Heathrow expansion. First we were going to get a 

decision in the summer, then December, and now it has slipped again.” 

“I suspect that this is an acknowledgement of the growing momentum that opposition 

to a third runway has gained. Over 50 Labour backbenchers have expressed their 

opposition to expansion, and the Conservatives are firmly against it. I hope that we 

have a decision soon, and that the Government will recognise the widespread hostility 

to Heathrow expansion and say no to a third runway.” 

Theresa presses air regulator on Heathrow expansion 

8 July 2008 

Theresa May met representatives of the Civil Aviation Authority last week to discuss 

the potential impact of the expansion of Heathrow airport on the Maidenhead 

constituency. Theresa has previously expressed her strong concerns about the plans in 

her submission to the official consultation on expansion. 

Theresa said: “I was pleased to have the opportunity to discuss the detail of the plans 

for expansion with the Civil Aviation Authority. The data produced by the 

Government is extremely complex, and makes it difficult for the public to easily assess 

the impact on their area. Most of the comment has focused on a third runway, but I 

believe we have as much to fear from a change to mixed-mode operations, i.e. using 

both runways to land and take-off.” 

“The CAA confirmed many of the fears that I and others have expressed. The building 

of a third runway will push many of the existing departure routes from the other two 



runways directly over Maidenhead, and mixed-mode operations, which could come as 

early as 2015, would also increase the number of flights directly over Maidenhead.” 

“What they also showed is that not only will Maidenhead be affected by plans to 

expand Heathrow but Twyford will also suffer. Both mixed-mode operations, which 

could happen as early as 2015, and a third runway will have a very serious affect on 

Twyford. The proposed arrival routes will see more planes travelling directly over 

Twyford as they come in to land.” 

“The Government’s case for expanding Heathrow is flawed. They are determined to 

press ahead without proper consideration of whether expansion is needed. I am clear 

that there must be no increase in the overall noise footprint of Heathrow airport. In 

fact, we should be working to reduce the levels of aircraft noise over the next few 

years.” 

Concerns about Heathrow consultation 

3 March 2008 

Theresa May has submitted a response to the Government’s consultation on Heathrow 

expansion in which she expresses concern about the plans for the future of the airport 

and their effect on the Maidenhead constituency. 

Theresa said, “From the outset of this consultation the Government has been evasive 

and has failed to calm fears that it has already made up its mind on expanding 

Heathrow. I have written to the consultation and the Transport Secretary to convey 

the very real concerns that many local residents have, particularly about aircraft 

noise and the number of night flights.” 

“I hope that the Government will listen to the views expressed during this 

consultation and shape their future plans accordingly.” 

Text of letter sent by Theresa May to the Adding Capacity at 
Heathrow Airport consultation and copied to the Transport 
Secretary: 

 

Adding Capacity at Heathrow Airport 

DfT Consultation 

Research Services House 

Elmgrove Road 

Harrow  HA1 2GQ 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

As Member of Parliament for Maidenhead, a constituency directly affected by the 

expansion of Heathrow Airport, I am writing in response to the ‘Adding Capacity at 

Heathrow Airport’ consultation. 



From the outset the Government’s approach to this consultation has been concerning. 

It is extremely disappointing that Members of Parliament have not been given the 

chance to scrutinise the plans in the House of Commons. Ruth Kelly regrettably 

refused to come to Parliament to answer questions, choosing instead to announce the 

consultation through a written parliamentary statement. It is no wonder that many 

believe that the Government has been less than open in presenting the details of the 

consultation document. 

I have several specific concerns about the plans presented in the consultation 

document: 

1. It is important that there is no increase in the overall noise footprint of 

Heathrow Airport. With this in mind it is unfortunate that the Government 

chose to ignore the conclusions of the ANASE report, which found that people 

are more annoyed by all levels of aircraft noise now than they were in 1985. 

Significantly, the report suggested that the Government should be taking into 

account noise from a lower decibel level. It is therefore not clear that the 

Government has adequately taken into account the effects of Heathrow’s noise 

footprint, let alone the effects of any expansion. 

Despite the cost, time and expertise that went into the ANASE report, its 

instant dismissal suggested that the Government had already made up its mind 

on this key aspect of expansion. It would not be acceptable for local residents 

to experience greater noise annoyance as a price for expansion. 

2. I am particularly concerned about any effect expansion might have on the use 

of night flights at Heathrow. The ANASE report found that night flight noise 

is considered to be around 80% more annoying than the same level of noise 

during the day. I note with alarm that the consultation document states that 

‘the addition of a third runway might provide the opportunity to increase 

movements in the night period’. It is essential that firm safeguards are in place 

to restrict night flights over residential areas. Whilst I understand that this is a 

matter for separate review, I believe it essential that any expansion does not 

result in a greater number of night flights, and I would like to see a 

commitment to this effect. 

3. The Government needs to show that expansion is consistent with national 

targets for tackling climate change and cutting CO2 emissions, as well as EU 

requirements on Nitrogen Dioxide. It is not clear from the consultation 

document how this will happen, considering the increase in both air traffic and 

also the likely increase in passenger road traffic. 

4. Government ‘limits’ on air transport movements (ATMs) have been 

repeatedly altered. In 2001 the Government accepted recommendations that 

the authorisation of Terminal 5 should include a limit of 480,000 ATMs per 

year, yet by 2002 a Department for Transport consultation was already 

speculating about an increase to 655,000 ATMs by 2015. By 2006 the White 

Paper Progress Report assessed that a third runway would allow 720,000 

ATMs by 2020. The current consultation document speaks of 700,000 ATMs 

yet it is unclear what guarantees there are that this will not be steadily raised. 



The Government’s continued ‘shifting of the goalposts’ on ATMs means that 

many of the proposed limits within the consultation document simply will not 

be trusted. There are no guarantees of the ATMs being offered, yet it is 

essential that the Government’s promises are kept as it is local residents that 

will suffer if they are not. 

5. I am also concerned at the likely increase in traffic movements in the local 

area as a result of any expansion of the airport. Local roads are already 

congested in peak hours, as is the M4, a main road link from my constituency 

into London. 

6. Only limited comment is made on improvements to public transport to support 

access to an expanded airport. In the Inspector’s report on Terminal 5 it was 

made clear that priority should be given to improving local access. We still do 

not have either the AirTrack scheme or improved rail access from the west. 

Where are the Government’s proposals to improve such rail access if the 

airport is expanded further? 

I have strong concerns that the Government has already settled its mind on expansion. 

They have already made it clear that they favour a third runway, and many believe 

that the consultation is little more than a sham. I hope that these concerns prove to be 

unfounded and that the Government will take seriously the issues raised by local 

residents, including those in the Maidenhead constituency, and shape their future 

plans accordingly. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

The Rt Hon Theresa May MP 

Cc: The Rt Hon Ruth Kelly MP, Secretary of State for Transport 

 

Following are links to Theresa May’s website; 

https://web.archive.org/web/20130103050355/http://www.tmay.co.uk/news/?pg=2&c

=heathrow-expansion 

https://web.archive.org/web/20130103045701/http://www.tmay.co.uk/news/111/there

sa-speaks-out-against-governments-decision-to-approve-a-third-runway-at-heathrow 

https://web.archive.org/web/20130103045456/http://www.tmay.co.uk/news/172/there

sa-welcomes-cancellation-of-heathrow-third-runway 

https://web.archive.org/web/20130103045558/http://www.tmay.co.uk/news/143/spea

k-up-on-heathrow-noise-says-theresa 

https://web.archive.org/web/20130103045647/http://www.tmay.co.uk/news/115/fears

-about-increase-in-night-flights-over-maidenhead 



https://web.archive.org/web/20130103045719/http://www.tmay.co.uk/news/105/there

sa-the-government-is-dithering-about-heathrow-expansion 

https://web.archive.org/web/20130103045844/http://www.tmay.co.uk/news/85/theres

a-presses-air-regulator-on-heathrow-expansion 

https://web.archive.org/web/20130103045939/http://www.tmay.co.uk/news/70/concer

ns-about-heathrow-consultation 

 


